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California Biomass Plant Closings

Date Plant County MW Cumulative MW

1 94 Feather River Yuba 16.5 16.5
2 94 Redding Shasta 25 41.5
3 95 Chowchila Madera 10 51.5
4 95 Chowchilla 2 Madera 10 61.5
5 95 El Nido Merced 10 71.5
6 96 Auberry Fresno 7.5 79
7 96 Hayfork Trinity 10 89
8 97 Blue Diamond Sacramento 9.5 98.5
9 98 Modesto Stanislaus 14 112.5
10 Apr-99 Blue Lake Humboldt 10.5 123
11 Jun-99 Ione Amador 16 139
12 Oct-01 Big Valley Lassen 7.5 146.5
13 Mar-02 Martell Amador 18 164.5
14 Apr-02 Brawley Imperial 15 179.5
15 Dec-03 Hudson Shasta 7 186.5
16 May-04 Susanville Lassen 10 196.5
17 Oct-04 Ft. Bragg Mendocino 15 211.5
18 Nov-05 Diamond Walnut San Joaquin 4.5 216
19 Jan-06 Soledad Monterey 13.5 229.5
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California Biomass Fuels Market by Category

In-Forest Residue

Ag. Residue

Urban Residue

Mill Residues





Current and Available Fuel

Current Usage: 5 million BDT/yr.
(about 7 million green tons)

34 million BDT/yr available
on a sustainable basis.

(enough for 4,700 MW now power)
Source: CEC-500-2005-066-D





Hurdles
-Non-electric benefits unrewarded;

-Fuel cost is $25 to $50/MWh;

-RPS offers no solution





Solutions

-Enforce S-06-06
(20% of RPS to be biomass to electricity)

-Continue PGC subsidy at adequate level;
-Obtain tax parity w/wind et al;
-Allow sale in market of GHG credits;
-Alternately: 25⊄ per month waste disposal 
charge on all trash bills.
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